The structure, C 24 H 20 N 2 , consists of two indole systems and a methyl phenyl ring. The phenyl and two indole ring adopt planar conformation. The packing of the molecules in the unit cell is influenced by the presence of N-H···π and C-H···π(Cg) interactions(Cg is the centroid of the five and six membered rings). The tilting of the indole moieties with the methyl phenyl ring are 79.1 (1) and 82.2 (1)°, respectively, and the indole rings make a dihedral angle of 80.8 (1)° with each other.
crude product was purified by column chromatography using silica gel (60-120 mesh) and eluated with petroleum ether: ethyl acetate (85:15) to afford 3,3'-bis indolyl (4-methylphenyl) methane in (0.295 g) 88% yield.
Refinement
The data collection covered a hemisphere of reciprocal space by a combination of three sets of exposures; each set had a different φ angle (0, 88 and 180°) and each exposure of 10 s covered 0.3° in ω. The crystal-to-detector distance was 4 cm and the detector swing angle was −35°. Coverage of the unique set is over 99% complete. Crystal decay was monitored by repeating thirty initial frames at the end of data collection and analysing the duplicate reflections, and was found to be negligible.
Computing details
Data collection: SMART (Siemens, 1996) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Siemens, 1996) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 1997) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL; molecular graphics: SHELXTL; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL, PARST (Nardelli, 1995) and PLATON (Spek, 1990) . Table 1 Selected geometric parameters (Å, °) 
3,3'-bis-indolyl (4-methylphenyl) methane

Crystal data
N1'-C9' 1.370 (3) N1-C2 1.378 (3) N1'-C2' 1.370 (3) C3-C10 1.522 (3) C3'-C10 1.507 (3) C10-C11 1.519 (3) N1-C9 1.369 (4) C9'-N1'-C2' 109.0 (2) C9-N1-C2 109.2 (2) C4'-C8'-C3' 133.3 (2) C4-C8-C3 135.0 (2) N1'-C9'-C7' 131.0 (3) N1-C9-C7 130.8 (3)
